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Neighbor to the Sky-Gladys Hasty Carroll- Macmillan.-$2.50.

A chance for the college professor to see himself as
others see him. Few professors will miss reading "~igh-'
bor to the Sky." The book is 'the story of a sturdy, most
capable, son of Maine, (a carpenter), who marries a graduate of a normal school. She "works his way through~1 college" (well, at any rate he would not have done it except '
for her), and he gets told that he has capability as a
teacher. He does graduate work almost to the Ph.D. (which
he gets later), and is successful in getting a position in 'a
university (college of education), and they have a child.
The following quotation's .give a glimpse of the author's ~
picture of the spirit of the university: "The way for a professor was'to work. In his office, busy at his desk, he was
always right, and so most men labored continually. ' One
might prove to be stupid, pedestrian, carel~ss, and win
forgiveness; th~ grave sin was to be idle." "A professor.
might play golf if ·he could prove by the quality of his production that the open air increased his vitality and so his
output." Production was a fetish. Teaching is ,regarded as
a necessary evil (and yet not so necessa:r:y, for professors
cut classes and failed to keep confer~nces with students).
A staff of fifty does research on, "The correlation between
musical ability and emotional instability, the 'constancy of
the I. Q. in feeble minded child~en, the value of ability
grouping, the reading interests of high school ~tudents, the
influence of sociQ-economic status upon appreciation of art,
the effect of sex upon achievement in history." The dean
lives night and ~ay with his white rats. The dean's~ executive officer takes -all credit for each one's research. Faculty
women are supposed to do nothing b1;Jt help their husbands
turn 'out more publications. A lot of social pressure among
faculty wives and no small amount of "keepi*g up with the
Jones!" More than a<flit1;le cattiness. The hero'awife falls
[49 ]
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into the mold of it all. She-thinks it is all the right thing.
She is getting run down pl}.ysically and emotionally.
A little double crossing by a superior officer. 'A suicide.
The hero of the book had previously shown th;;tt what the
superior intended to do was 'unfair, before he did it. The
superior says, "Loyalty is a great thing when it does one
no harm, as in this case, but 4s time goes on you may find it
wise to do your own thinking." He meant, "you may think
it wise to think as your executive thinks and act accordingly,
raising no questions." Late that night the hero tells his' wife
that they are going back to Maine where he will be a carpenteryr an architect, and as he returns from the mail box
into wliich he has just dropped a letter resigning his .posi~
tion, and sees lights in the studies of colleagues all around,
, he says, "Still at it, and /some of you like it. Some of 'you
know how to make something of it, and that is fine. But, for
the rest of you, . . . and that goes ,for the most of you, too·
bad you never learned a trade."
,
JOHN D. CLARK.
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque
Indians of the Rio Grande Valley-Adolph Bandelier and Edgar L.
Hewett--The University of New Mexico Press, 1937-$3.50.

The second of Dr. Hewett's Handbooks of Archaeo!logical
History, recently published by the University of
i
\New Mexico Press, gives to the layman and non-technical
jstudents of the American Indian another inviting gateway
'to the pursuit of accurate knowledge in this entrancing
field.
Those who have studied under Dr. Hewett, or. who
are well acquainted with the
have followed his writings,
.
:emphasis he places upon the study of the living Indian as
~he best approach to the understanding of their pre-historic
ancestors. This study of the living Indians of the South~est has been going on ever since white men first penei

,
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trated the region, to find terraced communal houses dotting
the valley of the Rio Grande.
-'
Spanish explorers and 'colonizers Qegan to record their
impressions of the Pueblo peoples in the sixteenth century,
and half of Indians of the Rio Grande Vdlley is given over
to this exceedingly interesting documentary' history. This
portion represents principally the work of Bandelier. The'
" remainder of the book gives a generrl background for the
understanding of the present-day :Pu~lo, and 'the traditions
which he preserves in his way of lif~. This portion,' written by Dr: Hewett, includes a brilliant discussion of the
place of the Indian in American culture history, a description of the various phases. of the Pueblo culture, and a
summary of the present distribution of the several Pueblo
linguistic stocks. [
The volume is the fruition of a great many years spent
by two thorough scholars among the people whom they
interpret. Bandelier arrived in New. Mexico in 1880 and
began his studies, first at the ,,.ruin of Pecos, and later at
, Cochiti pueblo. Until his death, in 1914, he. followed this
study, both among the Indians and aIriOiig the records and
archives in Mexico and Spain. As a result his publications
have become essential source material for students today.
Dr. Hewett has spent forty years in New Mexico,
studyingthe Indians as did Bandelier; by slowly absorbing
their viewpoint, getting from the people themselves, bit by
bit, the attitudes and beliefs which make up their life
philosoghy. In combining his own contribution~ with those
of Bandelier, Dr. Hewett has followed his unerring sense
of the fitness of things. The result is good reading for the
amateur archaeologist, and indispensible material for the
serious student in the field.
Artistically printed and well .bound, the book is a credit
to the University. Press. It i~ustrated by good photographs and color drawings, the lai\er by the late Mrs. Eva
S. Fenyes.,
.
University of New Mexico,
PAUL WA):JTER, JR.
Albuquerque.
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Westward, High, Low, and Dry-'Dorothy Philds Hogner-.Illustrations by Nils Hogner-E. P. Dutton and Co., lIic.-$3.50.

Like a series of intimate personal,1-letters, WestUlard,
High, now, and Dry, t~e new book by Dorothy Childs Hog~er, recounts with cnarming frankness the experiences of
herself and her artist husband, Nils Hogner, illustrator of
the book, on an overland trip from the snowbanks of New
England to the Yuma Desert. These two practical travelers
load their roadster with the equipment of writer and artist,
as well as with necessities for making camp, and turn away
from the realities of aNew England w~nter to the realities
of the Great American Desert, or deserts, for she includes
the Dust Bowl as well as the ancient deserts of the Southwest, and remembers too the plfLces she calls semi-deserts in
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Nevada, and California.
A sense of humor enlivens the accounts of car troubles,
black blizzards, news from "back home," sleep under the
stars "on the ground in snake country," "supper without
salt," human fears of snakes and desert skunks, camp practices,-practical and
otherwise, and strange objetcs on the.
.
horizon at night. Historical allusions, though incidental and
brief, are accurate and useful in aiding the reader to
understand Americas' heritage from .plains, deserts, apd
mountains of the great Southwest.
By apt phrases, but without tedious descriptions, scenes
unfold before the mind's eye: great plains and high mountains, small towns, signs that fool no one about cafes and
camps, and signs that do, vegetation ~nd lack of it, fenced
and open lands. Interesting characters come to life:' fellow
tourists, operators of tourists camps, service stations, and
drug' stores, padres, Mexican laborers, Indians, ranchers,
prospectors, m~mbers of;the Geological Survey, Park Service guides, traders, pioneers, soldiers, and farmers. ,Scenes
unfold and characters develop with an abundance of information-botanical, geologic, archaeological historical, geographical, practical, and human. Though it is a travel story,
fifteen' thousand miles of it, the tra vel~rs remained faith\
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ful to their' original-objective, to see little-traveled parts· qI
the Southwest and to get an appreciation of, early times.
Well-traveled places came only incidentally into the rou~
and are recorded in the book in the same manner. Only by
getting far ep.ough off the' beaten paths of modern civilizdtion into the silences of a vast desert to experience' some o~
the hardships of the men and the women who' come to lif~
, in this book could the authors secure a true appreciation o~
the fact that nothing great ever has been .accomplished itt
the desert without labor and sacrifice.
.
i
"Sand hills," writes Mrs. Hagner, "are to the Americab.
Desert what islands are to the sea." Absolute silences exis~
only where,there are not even
.
...insects to break the stillnesS.
What is a desert? .Why are deserts valuable to the nation ~
What methods of reclamation are possible? What happen~
when a cactus spine gets into' the skinJ What are the dis:
tinguishing characteristics of different cacti to the traveler?
What forests exist in the desert? Friendliness has long been
spoken of as the mark of the spirit of' the Great West. '
Why? What industries and what commercial problems
exist in the desert? Ha~e all the yarns been told? An~
swers begin to formulate in the mind of the reader of this
book which is so conveniently told in short chapters like
friendly letters of normal length. The twenty-two illustrations by Nils Hogner are effective as works of art and
inteiral parts of the book. ,Topics of the short chapters are.
inviting and apt, and the book is carefully indexed f<?r '
reference.
BARBARA E. PHILLIPS.
Albuquerque~.

I Hear America Singing-Ruth A. Barnes-Winston-$2.

. Here in I Hear Americ!! Singing is a volume of folk
poetry, folk songs meant to be sung, which will capture the
imagin~tion of boys and girls.
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Collected by Ruth A. Barnes, and selected by her from.
many publications from the works of many of America's
rhymers, these songs deal with America and the life of our
now nearly dead heroic'past, of frontier times, of the westward march of empire, of gold-seeking, homesteading, and
sailing the American seas,_ or on the man-made American
canals. Southern songs, too, are included, and songs of
mountaineers and of men and women all over the country.
The volume is interesting by virtue of the folk songs
it includes, and those it excludes.
There are none, for instance, of that group of folk ballads which grew out of the Civil War, of which
"Say, darkies, have you seen the massa
Wid the moustache on his face?
Went down the road sometime dis mornin'
Like he's gwine to leave the place."
is typical. Ballads reciting the story of freedom as it carne
to the slaves on the plantations.
Nor, indeed, is included that well-known midwest frontier song, "01' Dan Tucker."
In addition, one feels the volume would have profited Py
the exclusion of Qriginal poems by well-known authors, and
by the inclusio!} of the music for the other songs. /'
The older, simpler way of song, which is the way of all
.~
folk poetry, would lend much to thf~ collection.
However, the stories here told in verse are similar in
character to the old Englrsh ballads and will appeal to young
America, and cause his int~rest in and love for his own
country to bourgeon.·
Carl Van Doren, in his foreword, expresses the purpose
of t:pe volume, one which it is well prepared to achieve:
"Boys find in these ·poems something that enlarges the
narrow wor:ld in which most of them have to live. That is
what folk poetry is for: to keep alive the memory of heroic
men and their deeds and to offer them as examples to later
men, particularly when they are boys. Then or never they
learn to want to be generous and brave/'

it
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Robert Lawson has drawn thirty-six illustrations,
twenty-six of which are in two colors. Mr. Lawson, an
etcher and sketcher of note and seriousness, is the illustrator of Munro Leaf's delightful "Ferdinand,"· which last
year suddenly jumped into amazing but well-deserved
popularity"
. Albuquerque.
IRENE FISHER.

,

.

, .

Shakespeare's PlaY8-jM. R. Ridley-Dutton and Co.-$2.50.

The ~utlwr of Ithis new book, Shakespeare's Plays, is a
Fellow of Balliol <bolleg~, Oxford, and editor of The New
.Temple Shakespeate. He modestly calls his book, A Commentary. And
is. Often, an inspired commentary.
If, as Mr. Ridley w, ites, "the only thing that gives criticism
any right to exist" is a "keener appreciation of the author
criticized," then hIs criticism- is entitled to a double life.
Take my owncas~ for example. . For years, I have been "
giving a course in ~hakespeare; and, in that time, I believe
I have read the greater part· of what has appeared on
Shakespeare; y'et, Jl find new ideas set forth by Mr. Ridley,
or else old. ideas ~xpressed with such force and felicity
that they ~ssume t~e guise of novelty, with the result that
they are as stimulating as if they were being said for the
'first time. It is" only a few days since I read this boOk.;
in that short ti¢~ I have re-read three of the plays.
(
After four introductory chapters dedicated to Shakesperean criticism, on how to read Shakespeare, on his verse,
and his theatre, illuminating chapters, all of them, the
author take~ up each play in turn, in what, f!lllowing Chambers, he assumes to be the order in which the plays were
written. Though I do not agree with his chronology, I am
delighted with .the rich variety he serves me. A brief illu=fi-===ec==-:==-:\;
tration must suffice. .
Speaking' of "The Last Romances," he writes:
. , .' '
Beaumont and Flet~her" specialized in this
.,
type of play, but they were crude, if efficient workmen, and the wrench' is, often inartistically and

SOrit
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painfully violent. In A King And No King, for example, we find that all the pother has been about
nothing at all. Shakespeare was a much more
skilful osteopath than Beaumont and Fletcher, and
in his plays the wrench is a gentle one and conducted under the anaesthesia of lovely poetry.
Yes, like so many of th~ great English critics, this
man Ridley can write. He is a dangerous man to read,
- however. . If you don't know Shakespeare well, the boo~
~ will almost force you to make his a~quaintance; if you
alreaqy"love him, you will be induced to spend many more
hours in getting to know him better. A stimulating book,
this Shakespeare's Plays.
GEORGE ST. CLAm.
University of New Mexico,' \
Albuquerque.
'!

Dry Guillotine-Rene Belbenoit-E. P. Dutton & Co., New YOlk$3.00.

On one side the jungle, fetid, rain-soaked, fever-ridden;
on the other the sea, sullen, storm-wracked, and shark in':'
. fested; and in between them a muddy stretch of hell, the
French Guiana penal colony that Rene Belbenoit, No. 46,635,
grimly labeled the "Dry Guillotine."
.
;
Since 1852, when the colony· was first established, more
than 56,000 men have been consigned to a living ·death in
Guiana. Subject to terrific hardships, forced to work naked
in the tropical jungle, eating only dry bread two days out of
three, receiving months of solitary confinement for. trivial
infractions of the rules, these men 'were faced with only two
alternatives, escape or die. Most of them died.
Re~e Benbenoit is one of the few who escaped. Weigh:ing only ninety pounds, toothless, weakened by scurvy, Belbenoit, with five companions, sailed a canoe from S;lint
Laurent to the island 1)f Trinidad, spending fourteen days
on the open sea with little food and almost no water. From
Trinidad they went to Colombia where they were arrested
and four of them sent ba~ to the prison colony. Belbenoit,
however escaped from the jail at Barranquilla and, penniless
and without a passp'ort, made his" way up through Central .
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America and Mexico to the United States, carrying a 'manuscript containing an account of his twelve years in hell.
The story that Belbenoit tells is incredible. That
human ingenuity could have created and consigned men to
the perversion and tilth of the penal colony animal existence is fantastic. Yet the colony does exist and Helbenoit•
did survive and escape. . _
Told with restrained 'passion, Belbenoit's story is a
damning indictment of the penal system of France. Descriptions of murder in the Crimson Barrack on Isle Royale, .
of vicious homosexual perversion throughout' the entire
colony, of self mutilation resorted to in order to get into
the comparative ease of the hospital, of the maddening
Jrlonotony of the solitary confinement cells on Isle Saint
Joseph, 'of cannibalism and greed and graft,· make the
reading of Dry Guillotine sickemi;ng ordeal.
If yo~ have a weak stomach or prefer your literature
sugar coated, stay away from this'book. But if you are not
afraid of.J reality and your nose can stand ,the stink of
French Guiana's rottenness, you may be a better person for
having read it.
LYLE SAUNDERS.
>.
Albuquerque:
•

q

a

,

.
The Tale of Balj-Vicki Baum-Country Life Press-.December, 1937. '

Vicki Baum, author of Grand Hotel, has 'written a book
which will be compared to the Good Eart,h. This book, on
account of its earthy flavor, its characters who lead a simple
life, and the wide-spread interest in Bali, is destined to
attain a wide circle of readers.
The author, while touril,lgBali, made the acquaintance
of a Dutch physician who had thoroughly studied the
natives. He willed to the author his nU'merous notes and
diaries and from' these Miss Baurp· wrote her book.' ;
Early in the present century, the Dutch.. . had not yet
.absorbed the southern portion of Bali, but had left the
Rajahs in enjoYment of their ancient rights and customs
exc.ept for certain restrictions imposed in treaties. The vio-
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lation of these treaties brought upon the Rajahs the vengeance of the Dutch who put an end to the old feudal syste~,.
The world thinks of the Balinese as .proficient· artistS
and dancers. The book presents Meru, the skilled carver
who was blinded because he looked up()n one of the Rajah's
harem; Pak, the hard-working serf who paid the Rajah onehalf of his crops, and rendered feudal services on demanda man whose mind became befogged when confronted by a
problem; Puglug, his homely, but patient, thrifty, and industrious wife, who bore two sons after .the example of
bearing male offspring was set by' Sarna, wife number two;
Raka, the marvelous dancer; his wife, Teragia, .steeped .in
religious lore and primitive medicine; her father, the high
caste Brahman priest, and Ilit the Rajah, a mystic and' 'a
smoker of opium.
The principal traits of the Balinese are a fair degree of
industry in a land where living is easy of attainment, bond:age to superstition, good manners; a slight tendency towards
crimes of violence but ~uch sexual irregularity, a serenitY
which prompted them to smile even when feeling pain)
artistic genius to a' high degree in costumes, decorations,
and dancing.
The chief recreations for the men are gambling and
cock fighting; foro the women, gossip; and for both· sexes,
religious festivals, dances, c!emations of ancestors, and
betel chewing.
There are many startling passages in the book-the
one which traces the onset of leprosy; the long dance given
in honor of Dutch officials, described in detail, and continued until participants fell into a trance and stabbed them- ,
selves without feeling' pain; the elaIJ6rate cremation of. a
Rajah in which three of his wives joined him in death; 'and
the final stand against the Dutch army, in which the poorly
armed Balinese went out to be slaughtered, and those who
were not killed by the Dutch committed suicide.
The Balinese women, in general, are far superior to the
men.
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People living under a complicated, strenuous, nerve
racking civilization will enjoy this book. This sort of writing serves the purpose in modern times of pastoral poetry
to the Courts of Ptolemies and the Louis of France.
LYNN B. MITCHELL.
>~iversity,of New Merico,
Albuquerque.

.

The Honeysuckle and the Bee-Sir .John Squire-Dutton.
.

Sir John Squire was, for long years, one of the most
in~uential ··editors in London, and a well-known belletrist.
Now, looking back over a crowded life, he writes the first
volume of what' he calls a "prelude to a more chronologfcal
set of recollections."
_
It will be,. I believe, more interesting to an Englishman
th;:m to an American, this leisurely record of a walking
tour through parts of rural Engl.and. During this tour, he
is reminded of events that had occurred in the past, or of
people he had met. Some of this is quite entertaining; but,
taken all in 'all, there is ~ little tOG much of Mr. Squire and
not enough of his literary reminiscences. It is Proba~blY
1
better to wait for the succeeding volumes and read th
.together, in ,order to get a true perspective on them.
t'·

GEORGE ST. CLAIR.

Unive'rsity of New Mexico,'
Albuquerque.
.

Letters of a Young Diplomat-Herbert J. Hagerman-The Rydal
Press, Santa Fe, New Mexico. .

,
1

•

Why is' it that a,pything one reads of. Russia in the last·
decades of the nineteenth century confirms an already previously formed,,· impression that Russian life among the
aristrocracy was at once the most elegant and the most creative society in Europe? ,Communist Russia today may
deny that it was truly creative, but despite the growth of
proletarian'literature, decades will pass in' the communist
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state before it will match an ~pera, a ballet, ~ drama, a
novel, that mirrors the brilliant society reflected, in such
typical years at the court of the Czars as are shown in the
'"'
letters of Herbert
Hagerman, Second Secretary of the Embassy of the United States at St. Petersburg, and later gov-..
ernor of the state of New Mexico.
Here are richly detailed pictures of state ceremonial;
the crimson coated attendants of the palace, the Magyar
uniforms of fur, cloth of gold, jewels; the splendor of the
Empress and the court ladies ~ the palace room: and corridors covered with silks in blue and gold, one salon entirely:
in amber after a whim of Catherine II, and another notable room in lapis lazuli; the smoking room arrayed with
a:fIDS, swords, daggers, spears, and the walking stick'of Ivan
the Terrible with its steel point that pinned to the. floor a
messenger's foot which brought bad news. These are the
years of America's Spanit§}l American War, and a valuable
record these pages leave of the reaction in Europe, especially in Germany, to .America's defeat of a major European
power. It ruffled all more than it did- the Spanish Ambassador, one Villagonzola, who spent the dire m~ments for his
country at cafes where he purchased liberally of song and
solace from the singers and entertainers.
How modern this journal sounds with its comment on
wars and rumors of wars between .Japan and Russia, with
hostility to the army and its leaders in Germany, with distress tHrough-barriers to trade, and all of it a conflict of
ideas in democracy, monarchy, dictatorship, and the restless surge of people fed show and superstition of one sort or
another.! "England is raitier pleased just now because
Russia is displeased ... The Holy See seems to favor French
Catholics over German ones . :. rhere never was a time
when the eternal Jew question was of such far-reaching importance . . . You ~ave no doubt followed the High-Low
Church controversy in England . . . everywhere religion
mixed with politics ... I have been impressed with the continually increasing de.bt of the European nations . . . "It is

. I!i
~

~

I
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a picture of yesterday, but doesn~'t it sound strange-forty
years ago! "The mere talk of an entente between England
and the United states has had a tremendous. effect in
Europe ..." The temptation is to go on quoting. There
are even comments about the "territorial integrity" of
China and our r.elation to it which sound like pertinent news
of the day.;,
,
,
The Rydal Press was fortunate in acquiring such a
fascinating manuscript to publish. It is not a perSonal document so far as the author is concerned, but Hagerman has
done an unusually competent recording of his time in Russia
and the Europe at the American Embassy's door. ~ predict
the Santa Fe publishers will find this book one of their publications which runs out its edition and calls for" reprinting.
The book is beautifully printed. I've said that before about
Rydal!
T. M. PEARcE.
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque.
,

I Hear

Americ~Vernon

.. \

-

Loggins-Crowell, New York, 1937-$2.50..

1 Hear America is the popular title of a book, the
nature of which is more accurately suggested by its second
title: Literature in the United States Since 1900. For Professor Loggins, a Texan on the English faculty of Columbia,
though possessed of an undoubted flair for style, is_not the
critic intent upon relating the adventures of his soul among
masterpieces, but the sc~olar and the journalist who gives
the reader a weli-organized, fairly complete, and admirably
vivid review of the writers of the last four decades. In
treating "forty-four representative authors in their relation to twel~e dominating world tendencies;" he very happily· combines· the scholar's genius£or the schematic, for
symmetry of treatment, with ~the journalist's ·relish for the
sensational, the irregular, and the unusual.
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Believing that "sectionalism' no longer counts," that
literary form is in itself "unimportant," Mr. Loggins has
~¥ poets, novel~sts, and dramatists. Emily Dickinson
goeS arm in arm with Stephen Crane; Henry. James is
found with Robinson Jeffers; Jack London, with Carl Sancho
burg; Conrad Aiken, with Eugene O'Neill. And these classifications are made acceptable and plausible. In general,
the book might be said to 'be unified according to various
attitudes, held by the fortY-lour writers, towards pessimism,
"the true temper" of the t:w'Emties. Mr. Loggins himself has
a penchant for pessimism, which enables him to make clear
its strength and its beauty. )Secure in his own achievements,
he gives much ,pleasure both to himself and to his reader
in seeking out philosophical and poetical expressions of the,
futility of life and of thou~ht. Authors are hailed for their
radicalism, are esteemed for their eminence in despair;
and at times some' of thei more constructive elements in
re~nt American literaturelare omitted for the sake of unity
and totality of effect.
!
.
The merit of any book arises just as much from what
it leaves out as from what it includes. Accordingly, I Hear
America gains greatly 'because Professor Loggins refuses
to hear many of the non-entities of literature who have been
elevated to absurd heights by our jingoistic critics. Yet it
is hard to understand just why Ring Lardn~r is a more
important figure in letters than Steplien Vincent Benet, or
just why' Fannie Hurst should deserve space in a book on
American literature, since \1900 rather th~n George Santa- ,
yana. It is, perhaps, notable that almost half of Mr. Loggins'
chosen representatives are sometimes journalists.
~

!

/
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Enemy Gods-Oliver La Farge-Houg;hton i Mi1Bin,"1937.

The adjustment of youth to older established customs
forms a conflict in every nation and every gel}eration. When
that is heightened by placing ¥outh in schools of radically
different philosophy, language, race, and temperament the
problem of the returning student becomes, sometimes tragic,
always dramatic. .
:
.
In his latest novel, "Enemy Gods," Oliver La Farge
presents the adjustment of a Navajo boY who returns to his
people after having been trained i~ government schools
since he was a frightened tot of six. ; His tribal name was
Ashin Tso-n Bige but a stupid enrolling clerk dubbed the
child an incongruous "Myron Begay/' Soon Myron meets
other incongruofis forces in the new life-water putnps,
hard shoes and clothes, books, schedules, teachers, football.
The good missiona,ry,' Mr~ Butler, persuades Myron to take
the Jesus Trail, with the added attraction of cookies. But
the Jesus p~ople were not a united family, like tpe Navajos. '
They were brothera who loved God but hated each other.
Some were liars an~ hypocrites, sins impossible to a Navajo
medicine man.
_
Navajo school girls ~ntered~Myron's adolescent life and
dreams.. Inspired by Ethel, he ,visioned the two of them
graduating from college as superior educated beings ready
to stamp out the superstition, dirt, and ignorance of the
his life,
poor Navajos. But "Juniper" wove in and out
the elemental woman whose standards of primitive inteirity finally became Myron's ~l: .
In "Enemy Gods" we have Navajo life presented with
as much truth and understanding as a man of another race
can achieve. Until a "Navajo can write his own story Oliver
La Farge will remain the interpreter 'of these copper skinned
people whose problems have enl!:sted his long .interest as
Columbia professor, ethnologist~ and President of the
national Indian Affairs Association.
"Enemy Gods" does not have the poetic, beauty of
"lJaugbing Boy," but it is a better, franker, deeper, book
i'

!
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since it touches reality. lIn the passag-es. of Indian ritual
and mysticism, La Farg~ again soars into the high blue
light of primitive imagery, showing it as the mosf powerful
influence in tribal life. I
Written from the inside with a stream-of-consciousness
.mediUm one follows closely the school boy's transformation.
- . Only a writer who had livled intiIInl:tely with these nomadic
people could have recrealted the minute details of, their
speech., food, customs, and viewpoint. Yet the book suffers
for not offering a little ntore of the white man's objective
observation. Those of us who know the Navajo desert will
enjoy the glimpses of country, horses, and ceremonies, but I
doubt that the mythical "Man on 42nd street" would have a
clear picture of a hogan., Myron's character, however, is
fully conceived and stands, out against his environment and
companions. La Farge appears to be- so interested in the
sand that he can't see the ~esert; so interested in his story,
so eager to enlist sympatby for this "back to the blanket"
problem, that he forgets ~hat Navajos are as foreign as
"Tibetans to most Americans. However, it is mostly through
these stimulating novels of Oliver La Farge that the reading
public' is becoming consciOUs of this Indian ~ation within
our nation.
RUTH A. LAUGHLIN.
Santa Fe.
COLL~GE

BOOKS

In this section, t~e QUARTERLY inaugurates a discussion of the books publish¢d by university presses in this
country. Faculty members!of the University will 'contribute
the reviews and college' o~ university presses are notified
of the space available for: attention to their publications.
For address this time iwe select three volumes of criticism and investigation in the literature 'of the English Ren-'
aissance published by the Columbia University Press: Wit
and Rhetoric in the Renais~ance, by William G. Crane; The .
Meaning oj Spenser's FaiJ,yland, by Isabel E. Rathbone;
I

I
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and Pandora, by John Soowthern, a, 'facsimile reproduction
with a bibliographical note by
. GeorgeB. Parks. , .
In 1921, Morris Kroll wrote a discriminating article on
English prose style in Studies in Philology." He' traced the
development of the essay style as it' won a fight for recognition against the more elaborate styles sanctioned by the'
rhetoricians. With the heightened consciousness of art in
sixteenth century England, it was inevitable tgat a writing
'manner that was ostentatious should win many followers,
and, that writing techniques which could be copied should
a resourceful
have the heatest vogue. Dr. Crane has made
I
,
analysis of the cOJlsciously patterned prose fif',ures, the Latin
verbal schemata, which distinguished the' prose' of such
masters as Sidney and Lyly. Even~ letter ~riting was of
the enforced manner of oratory. That, weighth.less of style
did not cease to be the garnish prized by critics is apparent
in the dictum pronounced upon Chaucer by Matthew Arnold
-that he lacked an "accent" a "high- and excellent seriousness." That Chaucer's characters 40n't pretend \to sleep ,
on the "mount of Pernaso" and love the colors of rhetoric
less than. "swiche c'01ours as growen in the mede" putS them
in the great tradition of art that mirrors life not the style
book nor the treatise on rhetoric.
Spenser's Fairyla~d is a world of art and nature, the
finished product of rhetoric mastered and unobtrusive, the
servant of the springs of native poetry. In this ideal land
the laws of gentility operate to make champions of holiness,
temperance, chastity, friendship, justice, and courtesy out
of the very human clay at the' court of Elizabetli and the
frailties of the queen 'herself. I:tI his "dark conceit" Sp,enser
can set at large-fairies Qotli good and bad, and how boldly he
speaks his mind about the "snowy Florimel," Elizabeth in
her fickle and flirtatious moments with Leicester, Raleigh,
and Essex. What a magic and stupendous land it is-and
how few readers ever enter it!.~~ In ,my Spenser class we
made, maps of Fairlyland, (with the dwellings of Duessa,
and Acrasia always to the north where lay the hopes and'
>

A
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designs of Mary Stuart; Cleopolis alw~s near Westminster,
and the course of the Blatant Beast all over the British Isles.
~e even charted the career of Mutability through the Pt<¥entaic spheres. Fairyland becomes as real that way as 1!he
fascinating search for it in earlier philosophy and rc}mance.
Pandora is. an exceedingly valuable reprint of a very
rare set of odes. and sonnets by a poet certainly as worthy
to be known as Thomas Lord Vaui or, Edward de Vere -or
m~ny other makers now honored by memory in anthologies .~
and histo'ries of the time. In fact, Soowihern's verses frequently have in them the Qjuality we've come most to prize '
jn the handiwork of Elizabethan versifiers-sincerity, for it·
is altogether too rare an occurrence. Soowthern expresses
our own snobbish opinion of poetry when he says amusingly
that not ~'everie novice" can win the poet's laurel but
I

. . . onlie the Poet well borne
Must be he that goes to Parnassus:
And not these companies of Asses,
That have brought verse almost to scorne.
The book contain~n epitaph by the Countess of Oxford
written upon the ath of her son. It is fine enough to rank
her with that otnr woman poet and patroness of letters,
the Countess of Pembroke, sister of Philip Sidney.
Amphion's wife was turned to rocke. Oh
How well I had been :had I had such adventure,
For then I might again have been the Sepulcure,
Of him that I bare in me, so long ago.

~

It is impossible to give at length the detail iIi the two
books of research; even to discuss one chart such as the interesting "Genealogy of'the' Elfin Emperors" in pro Rathbone's book. All three of these books are volum~s no un~ver
sity library can afford t9 be without or wnich can be lacking
in the shelves of allY investigator in these fields.
.

T. M. PEARCE.

University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque.
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